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Oliver CrockerÃ¢Â€Â™s interviews with the cast and crew of All Creatures Great and Small is a

wonderful treat for fans of one of the greatest BBC series.Unlike most oral histories, itÃ¢Â€Â™s

organized not by interviewee but by episode, with each episode getting its own short chapter of

relevant comments, making those comments especially meaningful. Whatever questions Crocker

asked to elicit comments, they were spot on, because the commentaries are, with rare exception,

fascinating. And unlike most reminiscences about television shows and films, the book is not

restricted to interviews of the principal playersÃ¢Â€Â”although I found the comments from the

producer and four lead actors to be the most interesting. But Crocker also interviewed guest actors

and, best of all, crew members, such as set designers, cameramen and costumers. All of which

gives the reader a rare insight into how the show was produced and filmed. And the interviewees

are so articulate that itÃ¢Â€Â™s like taking the reader onto the set or on location in the Dales.Aside

from the many humorous and insightful anecdotes about the show, the main message of this book

is what one would hope for in such a benevolent show as All Creatures: how much the cast and

crew loved the show and how much they loved working together.It was the original All Creatures

series that took my wife and me to the Dales many years ago (when we were fortunate to meet Alf

Wight, the real James Herriot), and it was the Dales that brought us back on many subsequent visits

to what became our favorite vacation place in the world. Now Oliver CrockerÃ¢Â€Â™s book has

taken us back again.
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